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Year 1, Semester 1

DPT 510 Clinical Anatomy
DPT 510 Clinical Anatomy is a 5-credit course consisting of 105 contact hours over the course of the semester (45 lecture hours, 60 lab hours). This course is designed to develop a foundational base and appreciation of anatomy, anatomical functions, and medical terminology. Knowledge of human anatomy is essential for physical therapists to make clinical decisions regarding examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, and development of a plan of care for patients and clients. This course is an in-depth study of the human body to build these foundational skills. Content will include musculoskeletal (lower and upper extremity, trunk, head, and neck), peripheral nervous, circulatory, respiratory, gastrointestinal, and genitourinary systems. Students will be expected to apply the knowledge gained in this course to all subsequent physical therapy courses. A regional approach is aided by anatomical specimens, models, multimedia, and case studies. 

DPT 520 Foundations of Professional Practice
DPT 520 Foundations of Professional Practice is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course introduces the foundations of professional practice including professional values, ethical and legal issues affecting physical therapy practice and other key aspects of professionalism that will be used throughout their professional careers. This course provides the student with an overview of the history and development of modern-day physical therapy in the United States, the professional roles of practicing physical therapists, and the application of generic abilities and reflective practice.  Core physical therapy documents are examined in depth and include the APTA Code of Ethics, Core Values and Guide for Professional Conduct. An understanding of ethical and legal issues affecting the physical therapy profession is taught, with special regard to patient's rights to confidentiality and dignity. Other topics include communication (verbal, nonverbal, and written), individual and cultural differences, leadership skills, professional behavior and abilities, and responsibility for professional development.  

DPT 530 Writing for the Healthcare Professional
The DPT 530 course will provide students fundamental writing skills to enhance effectiveness of their communication as a professional healthcare provider. Skills to be enhanced include consistency with sentence structure, punctuation, alignment, referencing, and brevity. A variety of professional written communications with various mediums and to various audiences are included to challenge the student. The audiences to be addressed include instructors, administrators, professionals, patients, and communities. The course also challenges critical thinking skills by reviewing and critiquing published literature that is distributed to instructors, professionals, patients, and communities. Students will use the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association as the basis for professional writing.

Year 1, Semester 2

DPT 511 Applied Anatomy & Kinesiology
DPT 511 Applied Anatomy & Kinesiology is a 5-credit course consisting of 105 contact hours over the course of the semester (45 lecture hours, 60 lab hours). This course is an integrated study of applied anatomy, kinesiology, and biomechanics as they relate specifically to the analysis of human movement. Emphasis is placed on observational skill as well as an integrated understanding of muscle function and resultant musculoskeletal movements. During the semester, this course will explore normal kinesiology of the trunk and extremities, develop basic examination skills such as palpation, goniometry and manual muscle testing, and prepare learners for the integration of these techniques into future courses in the curriculum. 

DPT 521 Exercise Physiology
DPT 521 Exercise Physiology is a 3-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester (30 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course allows students to understand the physiological mechanisms and organs systems that allow humans to engage in physical activity and how these systems are altered through training or disuse. This course examines the physiological effects of exercise on the human body. Major topics include energy use, the muscular, cardiovascular, respiratory, and nervous systems, metabolism, body composition, temperature regulation, and training guidelines. This course will focus on the application and integration of these topics to specific patient populations and towards further course work in the physical therapy curriculum.  

DPT 531 Foundations of Physical Therapy Practice
DPT 531 Foundations of Physical Therapy Practice is a 3-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester (30 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course is designed to introduce students to the clinical sciences and prepare students for direct patient care. In this course, students learn and apply concepts that are basic to the practice of physical therapy.  This course will focus on the development of skills for clinician safety, including infection control and body mechanics that will be necessary throughout the program. The course will introduce the fundamental psychomotor components of patient care such as bed mobility, transfers, gait training, and wheelchair mobility while reinforcing both clinician and patient safety. Other topics that will be introduced are the principles of physical therapy examination and intervention, communication, documentation and legal issues and psychological issues of physical therapy practice.   

DPT 541 Evidence-Based Practice I
DPT 541 Evidence-Based Practice I is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. It is the first in a series of three courses to introduce the student to evidence-based practice concepts that integrate the best available research evidence with clinical expertise and patient’s/client’s unique values and circumstances. The course emphasizes methods to access professional literature databases and medical informatics, basic research design and statistics for better understanding, reviewing, analyzing, and critically evaluating the literature, which influence physical therapy practice.

DPT 551 Principles of Clinical Medicine
DPT 551 Principles of Clinical Medicine is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. The course is designed to introduce foundational components of clinical medicine and diagnostic tests used by disciplines and specialties within and outside of the profession of physical therapy that will be further explored and applied throughout the curriculum. This course will focus on laboratory studies, neurodiagnostic studies, nuclear medicine studies, radiologic/X-ray studies, magnetic resonance imaging, and diagnostic ultrasound. Students will discuss the interpretation of test results as it applies to physical therapy evaluation, intervention planning and treatment.


DPT 561 Clinical Reasoning I
DPT 561 Clinical Reasoning I is a 2-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester. DPT 561 is the first in a series of six consecutive semesters of clinical reasoning courses. The clinical reasoning series focuses on the integration and application of content gained in the curriculum to date. This course utilizes small group, case-based learning experiences with a faculty facilitator to progressively develop knowledge and skills related to clinical reasoning, patient care and self-reflective practice. Standardized and simulated patient learning experiences will also be integrated in this course as formative and summative learning experiences to help further develop the application of clinical reasoning. 

DPT 571 Integrated Clinical Experience I
DPT 571 Integrated Clinical Experience I is a 1-credit course consisting of part-time clinical hours over the course of the semester. DPT 571 is the first in a series of six consecutive semesters of integrated clinical experiences. This course allows students the opportunity to bring skills learned in the classroom and laboratory setting to the clinical environment with real patients in a structured, mentored learning experience under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist. This course will focus on the application and development of cognitive, psychomotor, and affective skills aligning with skills acquired in the curriculum to date.  

Year 1, Semester 3
DPT 512 Musculoskeletal Physical Therapy I
The DPT 512 course builds on foundations established in the 1st and 2nd semesters. The course consists of 105 contact hours with 45 hours in lecture and 60 hours in the lab. The musculoskeletal 1 course describes the principles of screening, examining, evaluating, diagnosing, and prognosing patients with musculoskeletal impairments, dysfunctions, functional limitations, and disabilities of the upper and lower extremities. This course provides the rationale and understanding of techniques used during the examination, evaluation, and treatment of the upper and lower extremity musculoskeletal dysfunctions. Both surgical and non-surgical conditions are considered. The non-surgical dysfunctions will relate to [micro & macro] traumas, insidious progressions, and disease processes across the life span. Clinical problem-solving processes with a disciplined evaluation scheme, the guide to physical therapy practice, and through the transtheoretical model will be discussed and practiced in class and laboratory settings. Examination and treatment techniques will also be demonstrated and practiced in laboratory sessions.

DPT 522 Pharmacology
DPT 522 Pharmacology is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course will explore the principles of pharmacology including pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamics principles with emphasis on the relation of drug therapy to therapeutic interventions provided by physical therapists. This course will survey pharmacological management of patients with common conditions of the cardiovascular, endocrine and metabolic, gastrointestinal, genital and reproductive, hematologic, hepatic and biliary, immune, integumentary, lymphatic, musculoskeletal, nervous, respiratory, and renal and urologic systems and the relation to patient care and practice. 

DPT 532 Therapeutic Exercise
DPT 532 Therapeutic Exercise is a 3-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester (30 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course explores the principles of motor control, anatomy, physiology, and biomechanics to the development of sound therapeutic exercise procedures. Throughout the course, emphasis will be placed on the interpretation of research literature as it pertains to therapeutic exercise prescription for individuals with movement dysfunction. Specificity of training will be included in discussion of concepts such as range of motion, stretching, strengthening, endurance and skill development in relation to specific body regions, functional impairments, and patient considerations. 


DPT 542 Physiology & Pathophysiology
DPT 542 Physiology & Pathophysiology is a 3-credit course consisting of 45 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course focuses on the fundamentals of normal physiological function and an examination of pathological process in diseases and conditions frequently encountered in physical therapy practice. An understanding of disease processes is necessary in the differential diagnosis process and the development of an appropriate treatment plan that is consistent with prognosis of the disease. A clinical approach, focusing on the ability to understand, interpret and correlate patient’s clinical signs and symptoms with the underlying pathophysiologic process will be emphasized.

DPT 552 Biophysical Agents
DPT 552 Biophysical Agents is a 2-credit course consisting of 45 contact hours over the course of the semester (15 lecture hours, 30 lab hours), This course is an introduction to the management of tissue healing, pain and dysfunction using thermal (deep and superficial), electrical and mechanical modalities commonly used in physical therapy practice. This course will explore the physics and scientific rationale for each agent and their safe and effective application, while focusing on the development of clinical reasoning for selection in relation to phases of healing, tissue injury or pathology and specific patient considerations.  

DPT 562 Clinical Reasoning II
DPT 562 Clinical Reasoning II is a 2-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester. DPT 562 is the second in a series of six consecutive semesters of clinical reasoning courses. The clinical reasoning series focuses on the integration and application of content gained in the curriculum to date. This course utilizes small group, case-based learning experiences with a faculty facilitator to progressively develop knowledge and skills related to clinical reasoning, patient care, and self-reflective practice. Standardized and simulated patient learning experiences will also be integrated in this course as formative and summative learning experiences to help further develop the application of clinical reasoning. 

DPT 572 Integrated Clinical Experience II
DPT 572 Integrated Clinical Experience II is a 1-credit course consisting of part-time clinical hours over the course of the semester. DPT 572 is the second in a series of six consecutive semesters of integrated clinical experiences. This course allows students the opportunity to bring skills learned in the classroom and laboratory setting to the clinical environment with real patients in a structured, mentored learning experience under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist.  This course will focus on the application and development of cognitive, psychomotor, and affective skills aligning with skills acquired in the curriculum to date.  

Year 2, Semester 1

DPT 610 Cardiovascular & Pulmonary Physical Therapy
DPT 610 Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Physical Therapy is a 4-credit course consisting of 90 contact hours over the course of the semester (30 lecture hours, 60 lab hours). This course focuses on the management of patients with cardiovascular and/or pulmonary diseases. This course describes the principles of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, and prognosis for patients with cardiovascular and/or pulmonary disease or dysfunction. Emphasis is placed on the integration of results from diagnostic tests and measures with physical findings for the development of a plan of care and implementation of appropriate interventions. This course will include a discussion of conditions commonly seen in physical therapy practice, relative to diagnosis, medical and surgical management, and the potential for recovery for selected acute and chronic conditions across the lifespan.


DPT 620 Interprofessional Experience
DPT 620 Interprofessional Experience is a 1-credit course consisting of 15 contact hours over the course of the semester.  This course focuses on knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors necessary to function as an effective member of an interprofessional healthcare team through the development of professional skills, teamwork, and communication skills. This course will introduce and develop the core competencies of interprofessional collaborative practice (values and ethics, roles and responsibilities, teams and teamwork, communication, and cultural engagement) and focus on the development of patient plans of care using an interprofessional approach. This course will build the foundations of interprofessional practice that students will utilize as they move through the remainder of the curriculum and engage in other embedded interprofessional learning activities.  

DPT 630 Neuroscience & Neuroanatomy
DPT 630 Neuroscience & Neuroanatomy is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course primarily focuses on developing an understanding of neuroanatomy and neural functioning at the normal and pathological level that will be necessary for the diagnosis and treatment of neurological disorders in the upcoming Neurologic Physical Therapy I & II courses. This course will take a regional approach to studying the nervous system which will include the peripheral nervous system, spinal cord, brainstem, and cortex. Introduction to neural systems and basic neuroanatomy/neurophysiology including cranial and peripheral nerves, brainstem, midbrain, and cortical anatomy, vascular brain anatomy, cellular neurophysiology, basic neuromuscular physiology, spinal reflexes, basic control systems applied to neural systems including segmental, motor control, and neural plasticity.

DPT 640 Business & Administrative Procedures
DPT 640 Business and Administrative Procedures is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course introduces students to the nature and functions of general business organizations and physical therapy practices.  The objective of the course is to facilitate understanding of fundamental management functions including leadership, human resources, self-management, marketing, strategic planning, operations, finance, compliance, and performance improvement and how they apply to physical therapy practice management.

DPT 660 Clinical Reasoning III
DPT 660 Clinical Reasoning III is a 2-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester. DPT 660 is the third in a series of six consecutive semesters of clinical reasoning courses. The clinical reasoning series focuses on the integration and application of content gained in the curriculum to date. This course utilizes small group, case-based learning experiences with a faculty facilitator to progressively develop knowledge and skills related to clinical reasoning, patient care and self-reflective practice. Standardized and simulated patient learning experiences will also be integrated in this course as formative and summative learning experiences to help further develop the application of clinical reasoning. 

DPT 670 Integrated Clinical Experience III
DPT 670 Integrated Clinical Experience III is a 1-credit course consisting of part-time clinical hours over the course of the semester. DPT 670 is the third in a series of six consecutive semesters of integrated clinical experiences. This course allows students the opportunity to bring skills learned in the classroom and laboratory setting to the clinical environment with real patients in a structured, mentored learning experience under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist.  This course will focus on the application and development of cognitive, psychomotor, and affective skills aligning with skills acquired in the curriculum to date.  

Year 2, Semester 2

DPT 611 Musculoskeletal Physical Therapy II
The DPT 611 course builds on foundations established in the first musculoskeletal course and the associated courses in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd semesters. The course consists of 105 contact hours with 45 hours in lecture and 60 hours in the lab. The musculoskeletal 2 course describes the principles of screening, examining, evaluating, diagnosing, and prognosing patients with musculoskeletal impairments, dysfunctions, functional limitations, and disabilities of the axial spine. This course further provides the rationale and understanding of techniques used during the examination, evaluation, and treatment of the cervical, thoracic, and lumbar spines musculoskeletal dysfunctions. The context of learning includes the integration of the extremities to the spine. Both surgical and non-surgical conditions are considered. The non-surgical dysfunctions will relate to [micro & macro] traumas, insidious progressions, and disease processes across the life span. Clinical problem-solving processes with a disciplined evaluation scheme, the guide to physical therapy practice, and through the transtheoretical model will be discussed and practiced in class and laboratory settings. Examination and treatment techniques will be demonstrated and practiced in laboratory sessions.

DPT 621 Pediatric Physical Therapy
DPT 621 Pediatric Physical Therapy is a 2-credit course consisting of 45 contact hours over the course of the semester (15 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course focuses on the development of safe, effective, and evidence-based pediatric physical therapy management skills for children with neuro-musculoskeletal, cardiopulmonary, and other pediatric physical therapy related impairments. This course describes the principles of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, intervention and plan of care development for pediatric patients/clients. This course emphasizes interaction with clients’ family and multidisciplinary team members at various settings to maximize the functional carry-over of interventions and promote wellness and prevention. 

DPT 631 Geriatric Physical Therapy
DPT 631 Geriatric Physical Therapy is a 2-credit course consisting of 45 contact hours over the course of the semester (15 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course is an overview of the physical and psycho-behavioral aspects of aging in adulthood. This course describes the principles of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, and plan of care for geriatric patients/clients. Usual and pathological changes with aging are reviewed across the systems with a focus on frequently encountered physical therapy diseases and conditions. The multidimensional concerns of older patients are emphasized as is the role of physical therapy in the promotion of healthy aging. 

DPT 651 Neurologic Physical Therapy I
DPT 651 Neurologic Physical Therapy I is a 5-credit course consisting of 105 contact hours over the course of the semester (45 lecture hours, 60 lab hours).  This course is the first in a series of two courses to discuss the management of patients with neurological dysfunction and nervous system disorders. This course describes the principles of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, and intervention for patients with neurologic dysfunction, functional limitations and disorders involving the nervous system. 


DPT 661 Clinical Reasoning IV
DPT 661 Clinical Reasoning IV is a 2-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester. DPT 661 is the fourth in a series of six consecutive semesters of clinical reasoning courses. The clinical reasoning series focuses on the integration and application of content gained in the curriculum to date. This course utilizes small group, case-based learning experiences with a faculty facilitator to progressively develop knowledge and skills related to clinical reasoning, patient care, and self-reflective practice. Standardized and simulated patient learning experiences will also be integrated in this course as formative and summative learning experiences to help further develop the application of clinical reasoning. 

DPT 671 Integrated Clinical Experience IV
DPT 671 Integrated Clinical Experience IV is a 1-credit course consisting of part-time clinical hours over the course of the semester. DPT 671 is the fourth in a series of six consecutive semesters of integrated clinical experiences. This course allows students the opportunity to bring skills learned in the classroom and laboratory setting to the clinical environment with real patients in a structured, mentored learning experience under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist.  This course will focus on the application and development of cognitive, psychomotor, and affective skills aligning with skills acquired in the curriculum to date.  

Year 2, Semester 3

DPT 612 Prosthetics & Orthotics 
DPT 612 Prosthetics & Orthotics is a 2-credit course consisting of 45 contact hours over the course of the semester (15 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course addresses prosthetic and orthotic devices, rehabilitation of persons with limb loss, and the rehabilitation of persons utilizing prosthetic and orthotic devices. Students will integrate their knowledge of foundational anatomy, neurology, physiology, kinesiology, epidemiology, pathophysiology, and pathokinesiology while exploring the medical and physical therapy management of individuals post-amputation or with the utilization of an orthotic or prosthetic device. Students will expand upon their framework of physical therapy examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment for a variety of problems associated with limb loss, prosthesis use, and orthotic device utilization.  Additionally, students will learn about prescription, modification, and physical therapy treatment involving individuals with prosthetics and/ or orthotic devices. Issues related to the care of patients of all ages are explored and discussed.  Emphasis is on continued development of examination skills and clinical reasoning skills. Clinical decision-making, hypothesis generation, documentation, and evidence-based practice are emphasized throughout the course with a focus on those needed for entry-level practice.

DPT 622 Principles of Acute Care Physical Therapy
DPT 622 Principles of Acute Care Physical Therapy is a 3-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester (30 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course is designed to develop skills and knowledge specifically related to physical therapy practice in the acute care environment. The management of acute conditions of the musculoskeletal, neurologic, cardiovascular, pulmonary, and other systems will be discussed. Particular emphasis will be placed on developing competence in the acute care environment including safe patient handling and positioning, management of lines and tubes, medical monitoring and prevention of common patient complications related to hospitalization. This course will additionally focus on topics such as patient and family communication, working as a member of the interprofessional healthcare team and discharge planning. 

DPT 632 Health Promotion & Wellness
DPT 632 Health Promotion and Wellness is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course is designed to provide students with an overview of health promotion issues across the continuum from the individual to populations at large, with specific focus on the issues of the local region. This course will examine the physical therapist within the continuum and as an advocate for health and wellness. The course will discuss the leading health indicators and issues that have the greatest influence on the health of individuals and communities. A variety of theoretical frameworks will be explored to provide the foundation for developing strategies to identify current health information and promotion issues, identify and challenge paradigms related to health and healing, and facilitate changes in behavior that lead to more effective patient-centered collaborative relationships and improved patient health and outcomes. 

DPT 642 Evidence-Based Practice II
DPT 642 Evidence-Based Practice II is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course is the second in a series of three courses focusing on the development of learners’ understanding of research design, statistics, and evidence-based practice and the integration and application to patient care. This course will further develop introductory skills previously introduced in Evidence-Based Practice I by challenging students’ ability to critique and apprise evidence through a topic-specific systematic literature review. 
 
DPT 652 Neurologic Physical Therapy II
DPT 652 Neurologic Physical Therapy II is a 5-credit course consisting of 105 contact hours over the course of the semester (45 lecture hours, 60 lab hours).  This course is the second in a series of two courses to discuss the management of patients with neurological dysfunction and nervous system disorders. This course describes the principles of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, and intervention for patients with neurologic dysfunction, functional limitations and disorders involving the nervous system. 

DPT 662 Clinical Reasoning V
DPT 662 Clinical Reasoning V is a 2-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester. DPT 662 is the fifth in a series of six consecutive semesters of clinical reasoning courses. The clinical reasoning series focuses on the integration and application of content gained in the curriculum to date. This course utilizes small group, case-based learning experiences with a faculty facilitator to progressively develop knowledge and skills related to clinical reasoning, patient care and self-reflective practice. Standardized and simulated patient learning experiences will also be integrated in this course as formative and summative learning experiences to help further develop the application of clinical reasoning. 

DPT 672 Integrated Clinical Experience V
DPT 672 Integrated Clinical Experience V is a 1-credit course consisting of part-time clinical hours over the course of the semester. DPT 672 is the fifth in a series of six consecutive semesters of integrated clinical experiences. This course allows students the opportunity to bring skills learned in the classroom and laboratory setting to the clinical environment with real patients in a structured, mentored learning experience under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist.  This course will focus on the application and development of cognitive, psychomotor, and affective skills aligning with skills acquired in the curriculum to date.  



Year 3, Semester 1

[bookmark: _Hlk40267900]DPT 710 Musculoskeletal Physical Therapy III & Advanced Topics
DPT 710 Musculoskeletal Physical Therapy III & Advanced Topics is a 3-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester (30 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course is the final in a series of three courses to discuss musculoskeletal dysfunction as related primarily to musculoskeletal problems of the spine, extremities, and peripheral joints. This course describes principles of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, and prognosis for patients with musculoskeletal impairments, functional limitations, and disabilities involving the spine and extremities. Both non-surgical and surgical conditions are considered. Musculoskeletal Physical Therapy III will focus on advanced concepts of spine and extremities including Grade V mobilizations, pelvic health, temporomandibular joint dysfunction, and concussion management. 

DPT 720 Integumentary & Lymphatics
DPT 720 Integumentary and Lymphatics is a 2-credit course consisting of 45 contact hours over the course of the semester (15 lecture hours, 30 lab hours). This course will focus on the development of skills and knowledge related to the physical therapy management of patients with dysfunction of the integumentary system, lymphatic system or with the oncology patient. This course describes the principles of screening, examination, evaluation, diagnosis, and prognosis for patients with integumentary or lymphatic dysfunction or disease. 

DPT 730 Leadership & Professional Development
DPT 730 Leadership and Professional Development is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course focuses on the transition from student to clinician and emphasizes professional development and lifelong learning. This course integrates topics of leadership development, advanced practice opportunities and the clinician as an educator.  Issues related to job seeking and placement will be presented, along with development of professional development plans for entry level practice.


DPT 740 Evidence-Based Practice III
DPT 740 Evidence-Based Practice III is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course is the final in a series of three courses focusing on the development of learners’ understanding of research design, statistics, and evidence-based practice and the integration and application to patient care. This course will further develop skills previously introduced in Evidence-Based Practice I and II. This course focuses on the development of skills related to conducting research. Students will engage in elements of research design, complete an application for the Institutional Review Board and conduct their research project under the guidance of a faculty mentor. Student groups will present their research projects during graduation week as part of DPT 782 Capstone Experience. 

DPT 750 Issues in Rural Health
DPT 750 Issues in Rural Health is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. This course is designed to develop skills and knowledge specifically related to physical therapy practice in the rural health environment. A focus on understanding healthcare access and barriers, needs assessments, health literacy and interprofessional practice across the lifespan in rural areas will be explored. Different models of care will be discussed along with the role of physical therapists as primary care providers in rural areas. This course will discuss issues related to legislation and advocacy, technology and telehealth, and prevention focused program development that impacts the rural health environment and physical therapy care. 

DPT 760 Clinical Reasoning VI
DPT 760 Clinical Reasoning VI is a 2-credit course consisting of 60 contact hours over the course of the semester. DPT 760 is the sixth and final course in a series of six consecutive semesters of clinical reasoning courses. The clinical reasoning series focuses on the integration and application of content gained in the curriculum to date. This course utilizes small group, case-based learning experiences with a faculty facilitator to progressively develop knowledge and skills related to clinical reasoning, patient care, and self-reflective practice. Standardized and simulated patient learning experiences will also be integrated in this course as formative and summative learning experiences to help further develop the application of clinical reasoning. 


DPT 770 Integrated Clinical Experience VI
DPT 770 Integrated Clinical Experience VI is a 1-credit course consisting of part-time clinical hours over the course of the semester. DPT 770 is the last in a series of six consecutive semesters of integrated clinical experiences. This course allows students the opportunity to bring skills learned in the classroom and laboratory setting to the clinical environment with real patients in a structured, mentored learning experience under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist.  This course will focus on the application and development of cognitive, psychomotor, and affective skills aligning with skills acquired in the curriculum to date.  

Year 3, Semester 2

DPT 761 Clinical Experience I 
DPT 761 Clinical Experience I is a 5-credit course consisting of 360 clinical contact hours over the course of the semester. It is the first of three full-time clinical education experiences.  This course is designed to facilitate socialization of DPT students to the clinical environment and to apply knowledge and skills developed in the curriculum. Students will participate in direct patient care under the supervision of clinical faculty members. Clinical Experiences are designed to allow students the opportunity to progressively develop their skills towards professional practice including clinical reasoning, diagnostic and prognostic skills, physical therapy interventions and patient engagement.   Student activities may include but are not limited to: patient examination and treatment, patient and family education, article presentations, and other aspects of patient care.  A minimum level of achievement of “Intermediate” on all aspects of the CPI is required for successful completion of this course. (360 hours of Clinical Experience) 

DPT 771 Clinical Experience II
DPT 771 Clinical Experience II is a 5-credit course consisting of 360 clinical contact hours over the course of the semester. It is the second of three full-time clinical education experiences.  This course is designed to facilitate socialization of DPT students to the clinical environment and to apply knowledge and skills developed in the curriculum. Students will participate in direct patient care under the supervision of clinical faculty members.  Clinical Experiences are designed to allow students the opportunity to progressively develop their skills towards professional practice including clinical reasoning, diagnostic and prognostic skills, physical therapy interventions and patient engagement.  Student activities may include but are not limited to: patient examination and treatment, patient and family education, article presentations, and other aspects of patient care.  A minimum level of achievement of “Advanced Intermediate Performance” on all aspects of the CPI is required for successful completion of this course. (360 hours of Clinical Experience) 

Year 3, Semester 3

DPT 772 Clinical Experience III
DPT 772 Clinical Experience III is a 7-credit course consisting of 560 clinical contact hours over the course of the semester. It is the third of three full-time clinical education experiences.  This course is designed to facilitate socialization of DPT students to the clinical environment and to apply knowledge and skills developed in the curriculum. Students will participate in direct patient care under the supervision of clinical faculty members.  Clinical Experiences are designed to allow students the opportunity to progressively develop their skills towards professional practice including clinical reasoning, diagnostic and prognostic skills, physical therapy interventions and patient engagement.  Student activities may include but are not limited to: patient examination and treatment, patient and family education, article presentations, and other aspects of patient care.  A minimum level of achievement of “Entry-level Performance” on all aspects of the CPI is required for successful completion of this course. (560 hours of Clinical Experience) 

DPT 782 Capstone Experience
DPT 782 Capstone Experience is a 2-credit course consisting of 30 contact hours over the course of the semester. The primary focus of this course is to facilitate the transition of students into professional practice. This course will focus on examination preparation for the NPTE examination, debriefing from clinical education experiences, presentations of final research projects and the program’s exit examinations and interviews. Class sessions will take place during two onsite intensives. One during the first week of the semester prior to Clinical Experience III (DPT 772). The second session will take place during the final week of the semester, just prior to graduation. 

